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avolving so rapidly
and becoming more
offordable, homeowners should consider replocing their
older eguipment with a compietely new security system.
rather than paich fogether outdated units that provide
specific functions in solation. A modern system will wake
you up in the moming o your own perscnalized disploy
sereen, agjust your oom temgeercturs, turn on your ights
and operate ofner household funchons, When you leove
the house, wirgless fechnology will allow you to watch
vour property, both inside and our, “hrough your persoral
digital assistant (PDA). This means you can also orogram
househoid funchions from afar, Of course, an online
security seniry will ensure no-one else con access

your system,

Now and in the Future

Thase newer residenticl security systems can coorginate
a wige range of functions by remaote control, from locking
windows and closing the garage door o adjusting the
thermaostat, drapery and fighfing. They can even notify
you if a room has been entered or o cabinet has been
opened. Commercic-type closed-clrcuit television
cameras (CCTV) with live video feed are also being
introduced fo residential systerns In many overage-sized
homes. In addition, these modermn systems coordinaie
driveway and doonway cameras (connecied fo your
home computer or TV), moniter for break-ing. provide
smoke, fire and CO, detection. and include water
sensors for the detection of a burst pipe. leaking woter
tank or an overfiowing fub.

In the near future, residential video survellance wil
distinguish pets from people, and even burglars from
letter carriers. The latest CCTV cameras can identify
Intruders using motion or heat sensors or even activity
pattern recognition {e.g. climbing a fence, of jimmying
a lock).

These all-in-one sentry/security systems are becoming
more and more relicble, with many built-in folisafe
features designed to ensure Z4/7 protection, comfort and
convenience. But no system Is infallitle, so do not assume
that the simplicity of operating the systems means they
are foolproof Cften, the easier a system is to operate,
the more complex it actuclly is - ond therefora it is even
more Important that it be installed ona tested Dy @
professional whe can ensure that all aspects are suitabie
for your home, and remain probiem free, Foliow your
maintenonce guide for regular diagnostics ond servicing.
ond be mindful of some of the more comman reasons
tor security system weakness or failure

1. Improper Installation

Many systems are designed for easy nomeownar
Instollation. However, if you aren’t @ handy person. get
someone who s well versed In the procedures 10
ensure It is done praperly There is foo much af rsk 1o
allow comptomise.

Incorrect Programming

Make sure you understand the specific thrects that
your system is designed to monitor, Sometimes
homeowners make mistakes, such as assuming that
monitoring smoke detection includes CO; detection,
when in foct these are two different sensor types.

3. Incompatible or Malfunctioning Equipment
Integration is essential. If your system dossn’t have a
self-monitoring function, or if it's a hybrid of different
components, you must determine how fo check
each function for fallure, and do so regularly.

4. Vuinerability to Tampering
Never undersstimate the possibility of somecne
tampering with your security system. If a stranger
disconnects or deprograms one of your system’s
functions, you and your home will be vulnercbie fo
o future robbery or invasion.
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Siding can be a very attractive exterior finish with a
proctical function, Here are o few details you should know
about cleaning and repairing various fypes of siding:

Wood

Avoia using @ power wash with excessively high pressure,
The pressure can chip off paint of stain and also
domoge the wood. To get rid of mildew, osk your
hardware merchent for a mild multipurpose cleaner.
Always be careful not to allow soap or water to get
behind the siding boards. To help keep water from this
areq, ali hasing or washing should be from the top down,
simiiar to @ rainstorm.

Vinyl

When washing vinyl, be careful not to allow soap or water
to get under the horizontal panels, If water gets inside the
ventilation/drip holes undemeath, it could damage your
insulation or compromise your moisture barrier.

Aluminum

Sometimes excessive chalking may appear on the surface of
painted siding. This is actually @ normal process as the paint
matures. The chalk protects the siding color while it is exposed
7o the sun. Excessive chalking may indicate a poarly mixed
paint formula, but o gentie wipe shouid keep it under control.
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Every spring and fall, residents are reminded to check and
replace the batteries in their smoke alarms and CO;
detectors. Thisis o good practice, and since it is fied fo ©
regular calendar event, is easy to remember, Another less
common but equally important thing to remember is

o check the expiry date (if any) on your alarm unifs.
These detectars have chemical strips or chambers that
react to gases. These mechanisms can break aown over
fime. If your smoke or caroon monoxide detector is over
five years old, consider replocing it. For more information
check with your local fire department, or contact the
warranty department for the unit. When you do get a
new unit, be sure the replacement year is clearly marked,
so you can check it os part of your spring and fall season
battery changes.

Steel

Pre-finished steet siding is usually very durcble, and offen
Instalied in sheets. If sheets are installed corectly. you will not
need to be overly concemed about moisture finding ifts way
pehind the panels. However, to be sofe, you should always
be minaful of where the panels join, and avoid excessive
water pressure in these oreos.

“The things that one most wants fo do are the mlngs thcn‘ are probably most worth doing.”

Winifred
"To accomplish greaf things, we

Anatole Francé
ughts and you change your world.”

"A discovery is said to be an accident meeftng a prepared mind
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi



Spring Ahead!

The calendar pages are quickly flying by,
and as each day passes we are reminded
that we must start making plans for the rest of
the year. Maybe you've been thinking about
a home renovation or a major vacation.

Whatever you want to do in the coming

months, now is the right time to get a head
start. If | can be of any assistance in moving
your plans forward, please don’t hesitate

to call.

If you want up-fo-dafte stafistical data

for your street and area, please call.

Call Millie Lloyd today for all your Real Estate needs.
RE/MAX 1st Advantage Realty Inc.
2033 - C East Joppa Rd., Baltimore MD 21234

Tel: 410-882-6000 Mobile: 443-865-3089

Mail: me.lloyd@lloyd Itors.
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